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The People called Independents, and Baptiits, 
Monarchy.-men and Seekers : 


| EVEN, 
The Tender Bowels of the LORD to them all, 
Through | 
GEORGE BISHOPE, | 
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Whom having not ſeen, ye love , in whom though now ye ſee hins not, 
yet believing, ye rejoyce with Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 

Receiving the End of your Faith, even the Salvation of - your Souls, 
x Pet, 1, 8,9. 
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SALUTATION of LOVE, &c. + 


FRIENDS, | 
HRIST 1s riſen from the Dead, and become the _ 
firſt fruits of them that ſlept ; For,as inAdams all die, 
Even fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive: And here 
is the Coyſolation, That Chriſt being raiſed from the 


@ Dead dyeth no more, Death hath no more Dominion Over him; 


For, in that he Dyed, he Dyed unto fin Ozce, but in that he 
Liveth, he Liveth unto God, So likewiſe reckon Te alſo your 
ſelves to be dead indeed into S:, but alive unto God through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” And this old Zachary propheſied when 
the rings of his Tongue were untied, after that he had been 
Dumb for a certain ſpace of time, as a S!gn until the Day, thar 
the things that the Angel ſaid to him concerning Fohn, which 
he believed not, ſhould be performed ; Who was to prepare his 
VVayes before hzs face, and to go before him 12 the Spirit and 
Power of Elias, To turn the hearts of the Fathers unto their Chil- _ 
dren, and the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt ; To make 
ready a People prepared for the Lord : And thox (111d the Angel 
ſhalt have great Foy and Gladneſs, and many ſhall Rejoyce at hjs 
Birth: for he ſhall be great in the ſight of the Lord; azd he ſhall 
drink neither Wine nor ſtrong Drink; and he ſhall be filled with 
the Hsly Ghoſt, even from his Mothers Womb ; and many of the 
Children of lirael-hall be turned tothe Lord his God ;, which thall 
be fulfiled in therr ſeaſon > He ſpake and praiſed God ; and he 
was filled with the Holy Ghoſt and propheſied, ſaying, — Bleſſed 
be the Lord Gol of Iſrael, for he hath: Viſited aud Redeemed his 
People, and hath raiſed up an Horn of Salvation for fs in the houſe 
of his Servant David, as he ſpake by the Mouth: of his Holy Pro. 
phets, which have been ſince the World began ; That We ſhould be 
ſaved from Our Enemies, and from the hand of all that that hate 
18 ; To perform the Mercy promiſed to Our Fathers, and to Re- 
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member his holy Covenant, the Oath which he ſware unto Our Fa- 


vered Ont of the hands of our Enennes, might ſerve him without 
fear, in Holmeſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the dayes of Owr 


hfe. 


God (as many of You as ſand in the Eleftion of Grace) to You 
am I moved of the Lord God Eternal to write, and to warn Ton, 
That Yox take heed'to thatin Tow Which witrmeſſeth 26 C8 

which is the Day-fprixg from on high, which through the T es 
der Mercie of our God hath viſited You, To Give L{GHT 
to thoſe that fit in Darkzeſs, and the ſhadow of Death, wm to 
gwide your feetin the Way of Peace. For this is He which Za- 
charyprophefied of; which ſhould be called the Prophet of the 
Higheſt, which ſhould go. before the face of the Lord, to pre- 
pare his Way before hiz-; To give the knowledge of Salvation 
unto hzs People [by] the Remnſion of their Sins ; which is ful- 
filled in this Day, Wherein Multitndes of his People hath the 
Lord Vifited with the Day-ſpring from on High With his Tender 
Mercy, and given LIG HT unto, who ſate in Darkneſs, and 
in the ſhadow of Death; and gaided their feet in the Way of 
Peace ;, and given the knowledge of Salvarion | by | the Remaſſion 
of their Sins, through that which hath gone before his Face to 
prepare his Wayes ; who hath gives the knowledge of Salvation 
unto them | by] the Remrfſion of their Sins ; Whois come the 
Second time without Sin unto Salvation, Which they witneſfle ; 


 VVho was dead, and is alive, and behold I live for evermore 


( ſaid he to Fohn ) and have the Keys of Hell, and of Death ; 
VVhom it was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden of Dearh - 
For, he ſaid in a certain place, T hor wilt not. leave my Soul 11 
Hell,neither wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee Corruption ; but 
wilt ſew me the Path of Life of allPleaſures and Stores, which 
are at thy right hand, and falneſs of Foy for evermore : Whoſe 


ther Abraham, that he would grant unto i, That we being deli-" 


Friends, and Brethren in the Fleſh, and in the Covenant of / 


Day Abraham ſaw, and rejoyced ; and before Abraham was, 1 am, - 


ſaid he, who /:ves for ever, Jeſus Chriſt ; Yefterday, and to day, 
and the ſame for ever : V Vho cometh in Clouds, and every Eye 
hall ſee hizz, and they alſo which pierced him; and all Kin- 
dreds of the Earth ſhall wail becauſe of him; Even fo —_ 
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» Die, and $;z and Death hath Dominion Over Yox, by being 
X e 


VVho is the Faithful Pie, MA firſt begotten of the Dead, 
and the Prixce of the Kings of the Earth; The Alpha, and the 
Omega, the beginning and the ending, faith the Lord ; which 
7, and Which was, and Which « to come, the Almighty, who is 
come ; and that of God in all witneſſeth to him, and that he 
1s 74;ſed from the Dead ; and being raiſed from the dead, Death 
hith zo more Dominion over Him ; He dies no more, but lives 
unto God ; and ſhall come to Judge the Q»!ck and the Dead 
at hzs Appearing and Coming : To whom be Bleſſing, and Glory, 
and Dominion tor ever and ever, | 

Now, Friends, this #5 manifeſt, in that every One of Tow, 
hath that in you Which doth witmeſs, and which is not blotted 
out ; Nor hath Death Dominion over, though Death Reigns 
in your Mortal fleſh : For, it witneſſerh againkt Six, and ſhew- 
eth that its Deeds are evil ; and is ſtronger than $1, thaugh 
Jou obey it not ; and jwudgeth Sin and Evil, and reproveth it, 
and thereby exercrſeth its Dominion ; and ſhews zts Kingdom 
over that which Tt reproves and judges; VVho came in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for Sin condemns $:» in the Fleſh, 
that ”e might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in his, Not 
having Our Own Righteouſneſs ; but that Righteouſneſs which 
is through Faith in Him. For, by Grace ye are (aved, through 
Faith , and that not of your ſelves, it is the Gift of- God:t 
Through Faith in his Name, who 15 the Power of God unte Sal- 
vation, unto as many as Obey h1m9, Even to as many as believe 
in his Name; VVho are born, not of Bleod, nor of May, nor 
of the Will of the Fleſh, but of God ; To whom he gave Power 
to be called the Sons of God, Even to as many as Received 
Him : VVho came unto h#« Own, but his Own Received him 
not. 

So, Friends, Mind Ye in jour ſelves, and ſee whether there 
is not ſuch a thing it» Tox, which alwayes is for God, and againſt 
all Evil, which judges Evil, which condemns Evil, and ſpeaks 
for Ged, whercher Tox Obey it, or not? And then tell we,whe- 
ther this Coth not live ? and whether it /ives not unte God ? 
and whether Death hath Dominion Over zt, which judgerh 
Death ? And whether th:s be not the Cor ſo/ation ? Though you 
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become ſervants of Sin, and fo are free from Righteouſneſs, ' 
yet that /eveth which would gather You to God ? And whether 
508 ſhould not b2 gathered unto /r, which Death hath no Do- 
minion Over ; who is. the Sox of God ; who lives for ever, 
making [nterceſſton for us ; V Vho ſeeks to gather Tow who are 
gone aſtray, who is the Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls. Out 
of whoſe hands nonz2 can pluck hz Sheep : V Vhoſe Kingdow 
is an Everlaſting Kingdom, and his Downtmion that which never 
ſhall have end. 

Friends and Brethren, Let me ſpeak freely to You of the Pa- 
triarch Abraham, and David, and the Holy Mex of God who 
are gone before ; They art tallen aſleep, and their fleth hath 
ſeen Corruption ; but him whom God hath raiſed vp, that he 
ſhould ſee No Corruption, dies no more ; Him preach I unto 
You, Who is a Prieſt for ever after the Order of Melchiſedeck ; 
VVho is made, not after the Law of a Carnal Commandment, 
but after the Power of an Endleſs Life ; VVho is riſen from the 
Dead, and become the firſt frnits of them that ſlept ; In winm 
All are made alive, VVho in that he died, died *. once unto. 
Sr, bur in that he liveth, he liveth unto God ; That we ſhould 
no longer live the zeſt of exr time in the fleſh, to the luſts of 
men, but to the /1/! of God : For, he that hath ſuffered in the 
fleſh, hath ceaſed from Sn; and he whom the So» hath made 
free, as free indeed ; and he that 1s a ſervant of Righteouſyueſs is 
free from $12. Solikewiſe reckon ye alſo your telves, to bz 
indeed dead unto Sin, but alive unto God through Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord. 

Now here's the Conſolation, That We have ſuch an High 
Prieft, who 1s ſet on the Right had of the Throxe of the 
Majeſtie-in th Heavens. A /Ainijier of tic Santtuary, and of 
the true Tabernacle, Which' the Lord piicied, and not man ; 
by whom Fe have Acceſf unto God, Even by Faith in His 
Blood , the New and Living Way, which He hath conſecrated 
for Us through the YVazl, that is io ſay, His Fleſh, which is 
err You, and in you, So that yenzed not ſay in your hearts, 
V'Vho ſhall sſcexd into Heaver ? (that is to lay, to bring down 
Chriſt gs, Or, VVho thall deſce:{ into the: Deep ? 
(that is, t#%r:»g up Chriſt again from the Dead ) but the ord 
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#s Nigh you, in your Meath, and in jour Heart; Which is the 


Word of Faith which ne Preach (ſaid Paul) and the Righteonſ- 


eſs which is of Faith, which ſpeaketh on ths wile, laith he, 
as aforeſaid. So,. to this New and Living Way come, which 
he hath conſecrated ento Ms, thhovgh the Yau, Far is ta ſay bs 
Fleſh ; that Te may have boldneſs to Enter intothe Holreſt by 


' the Blood of Jeſus , V Vioſe Pld clenſeils fiom alt Sin. , So 


the thing 1s not far from To, but Nigh You ; ihe Way 1s not 
without yox, but within Tor, 110 the Holreſt ; ihe New and L:- 
ving Way unto God, which texders 1t ſelf ynto .Xox, to he a 
Light unto jour feet, and a Lanthorn unto.jour Paths , Exon 
the Word, The Immortal Word, The Word N igh You 1n Tour 
Mouth, and in Tour Heart ; The Law of the Lord, Which Ez- 
lightens the Soul ; which 1s Light ; Chriſt Jetus the Light, 
which exlightens Every Man that cometh into the #orld ; the 
true Light, in whom was Life, and the Life was the Light 
of Men ; VVho was in the World, and the YVYor/d was made 


by Him, and the YVYorld knew him not : VVho came unto 


his Own, but hz5 Own Received himz not ; but to as mavy as 
Received him, to them gave he Power to be called the Sons 
of Ged, Even to them that believe in hz Name ; VVhoſe 
Name is called The VVord of God ; which was in the Be- 
ginning , Which was with God, which was God ; the ſame 
was in the Beginmng with God. eMAllthings were made. by 
Him , and without Him was not any thitig made that was 
made. 

So, Friends, The VVayis Eafie, and the Lord bath made 


itſo, Evefi the YYVay unio Himſelf by (CHRIST, and You 


know it : Now, it is for Tex to walk therein; For there is 
No Other Name given under Heaven by which We can be 
ſaved, but CHRIST the LIGHT; the True Light which - 
lighteth Every Man that Comech into the VYorld ; VVhich: 

Fohn bore Teſtimony of and ſaid, That he came for a VVitneſs, 
to bear Witneſs of the Light ; The Manthat was ſent of God, 
whoſe Name was JOHN : and he 1tatih, That the LIGHT 
ſineth in Dark»eſs, and the Darkneſs comprebended it not ; 
which , was in Him who was Life, and the Life was the 
Light 
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Lighr of Mex; by Whom all things were made , as afore- 
ſaid, Hes Brag 
| So then, C. HRIST is Life, and the Life'is Light , and 
' the Light is in Tow: CHRIST the YYay, the Truth, and 
the Life, which wakes manifeſt : For, Whatſarver is .nade 
" manifeſt, is made manifeſt by the LI G H T'* Unto his Come, 
inch Believe :For, this I teſtifie unto Tow in the Name of 
the LO RD, whoſe YYord it is, and Tow ſhall Witneſs it ; 
who hath moved me to write, That if Tow Return unto Thi, 
ufito the LORD, the Rod -which is prepared for Others ſhall 
not fall upon Tex ; but if Te do not, Te ſhall fall in your 
Bled; The LORD hath ſpoken it, So Farewell, 1 gin 
| "5 
Your Friend, 

BRISTOL, 

xz7th day of 
_ the 9th month, 
© -IV6 x. 


GEO. BISHOPE. 


